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Startling as the subject of connecting China and New South Wales with Great Britain, through the West Indies, may at first sight appear, both as
regards time and expense, still few things are more practicable. The labour and expense of crossing the Isthmus of America, either by Panama or by
Lake Nicaragua, by a land conveyance, is trifling. With eight steam-boats, only four additional to the number already in the West Indies, added to
the present sailing-packet establishment, the whole Plan for the Western World, extending it westward to China and New South Wales, can, in the
mean time, as the following pages will show you, be put into execution to the fullest extent, with a very great saving in time, and with very great
regularity. A water communication moreover will, I feel convinced, and at no distant day, be carried through the American Isthmus - say by Lake
Nicaragua - when the sailing packets for the Pacific may run direct between Jamaica and Sydney, New South Wales, and Canton-China. In the
estimate for the cost of steam-boats to be employed in the service proposed, I have been chiefly guided by, and adhere to, the statement made by
that able and practical engineer Mr. Napier, of Glasgow, in his evidence to the Post-oGice Commissioners in 1836, that steam-boats of 240-horse
power, and 620 tons burthen, could be furnished at from 24,000l. to 25,000l. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of
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